HOUSE BILL REPORT
HB 1191

As Reported by House Committee On:
Judiciary

Title: An act relating to concealed pistol license renewal notices.
Brief Description: Concerning concealed pistol license renewal notices.

Sponsors: Representatives Taylor, Scott, G. Hunt, Rodne, Shea, Griffey, MacEwen, Blake, Pike,
Hayes, Buys, Haler, Muri, Condotta, Wilson, Young and McCaslin.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:
Judiciary: 1/21/15, 2/5/15 [DPS].

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

* Requires the Department of Licensing (Department) to notify a concealed
pistol license licensee of the approaching expiration date of his or her
concealed pistol license.

* Diverts one dollar of the portion of fees collected from concealed pistol
license applications and renewals to an account created for the Department's
use in complying with the notice requirement.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

Majority Report: The substitute bill be substituted therefor and the substitute bill do pass.
Signed by 13 members: Representatives Jinkins, Chair; Kilduff, Vice Chair; Rodne, Ranking
Minority Member; Shea, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Goodman, Haler, Hansen,
Kirby, Klippert, Muri, Orwall, Stokesbary and Walkinshaw.

Staff: Daniel Rusk (786-7290) and Omeara Harrington (786-7136).
Background:
Generally, under Washington law, a person may carry a concealed pistol only if the person

has a concealed pistol license. An application for a concealed pistol license must be
submitted to the local sheriff's office if the person lives in an unincorporated area, or at the
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police department or sheriff's office if the person lives in an incorporated city or town. The
sheriff's office or police department conducts a fingerprint-based background check and
collects a $36 application fee plus any charges imposed by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation that are passed on to the applicant. Unless otherwise disqualified by law, the
chief of police or sheriff must issue the concealed pistol license within 30 days of the person
filing the application if the person is a Washington resident, or within 60 days if the person is
not a Washington resident.

The concealed pistol license is valid for five years unless otherwise revoked. The
Department of Licensing (Department) maintains the records regarding concealed pistol
licenses.

A person may renew the person's concealed pistol license within 90 days of the expiration of
the current concealed pistol license. The person must renew the license at either the local
sheriff's office or police department, depending on whether the person lives in an
incorporated city or town, or unincorporated county. The person must pay a $32 renewal fee.
If the person fails to renew the concealed pistol license before the license's expiration date,
the person will be charged a $10 late fee in addition to the $32 renewal fee.

Summary of Substitute Bill:

The Department must mail a renewal notice to a concealed permit license licensee
approximately 90 days before the expiration of the licensee's concealed pistol license. The
notice must be sent to the person's address contained on the concealed pistol license or to a
new address if the licensee has updated his or her address with the Department. The
notification must contain:

* the date the concealed pistol license will expire;

* the renewal fee amount;

* the penalty for the late renewal; and

* the instructions on how to renew the license.

One dollar collected from the concealed pistol license applications and renewal fees is
diverted from the General Fund and is allocated to the Department for the cost of complying
with the notification requirement. This money is deposited into the newly created Concealed
Pistol License Renewal Notification Account (Account).

The notification requirement applies only to concealed pistol licenses expiring on or after
August 1, 2016.

Substitute Bill Compared to Original Bill:

The substitute bill reallocates a portion of the funds collected from concealed pistol license
application and renewal fees to be used by the Department to comply with the notification
requirements. The funds are deposited into the newly created Account. The Department
must start notifying concealed pistol licensees whose concealed pistol license expires on or
after August 1, 2016.
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Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date of Substitute Bill: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the
session in which the bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) This is a bill intended to protect lawful possessors of a concealed pistol from
getting in legal trouble because the individuals were unaware of the license's expiration date.
Setting the notification requirement at approximately 90 days prior to the expiration date
gives the Department some flexibility in meeting the notification requirement.

(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying: Representative Taylor, prime sponsor.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.
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